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Welcome to the fourth Kirkcudbright Fringe Festival! We are proud to present our programme 
filled with a diverse and vibrant mix of music, performance, magic, comedy, walks and talks 
across a wide range of subjects - from local history to the big questions facing Scotland, the 
UK and world. Our fourth year we feel is our best yet, with something for all ages, backgrounds 
and interests – from serious political discussion to laid-back family fun.
 
All this would not be possible without the enthusiasm, commitment and time of a host of 
people. These range from our Board to the brilliant community of volunteers who not only 
support our four-day festival but do a whole host of things beforehand. Then there are our 
venues, sponsors and numerous partnerships which help us to dare to dream bold. 
 
This year’s striking front cover is by Olivia Dyrba who was in S1 at the Academy when she 
painted her beautiful artwork which was submitted to Kirkcudbright Rotary Young Artist 
competition 2026.
 
We hope you enjoy this year’s Fringe and welcome suggestions and recommendations for 
future Fringes!

 
Gerry Hassan & Chris Walker, Co-founders 



Photo Credit: most photographs taken by Mick Ryan, 
official photographer for the 2025 Fringe.

By road
Kirkcudbright lies 25 miles west of Dumfries on 
the coast, south of the A75. We are a popular 
destination from Ireland, being only 50 miles 
from the ferry terminals at Cairnryan. Just 
under four hours from Manchester or Leeds, two 
hours from Glasgow and two and a half hours 
from Edinburgh. 

By rail and bus
Dumfries and Lockerbie are the nearest train 
stations to Kirkcudbright with connections to 
Glasgow, Edinburgh, Carlisle and many more. 
Regular buses to and from Kirkcudbright 
link to Dumfries, Castle Douglas and other 
destinations.

Getting Here
Physical tickets are available to 
purchase from 1st July 2026 at:

Booking Information

Rhubarb
25 St Mary Street
Kirkcudbright
DG6 4AA

Samphire Gallery
149 King Street
Castle Douglas
DG7 1DX

Tickets are available online with 
a new, friendly and easier to use 
system at kbtfringe.co.uk

A look back to

2025!



Thursday 3rd September 2026

Scotland’s Lighthouse Stories: Erin Farley, Scotland’s Lighthouse Stories: Erin Farley, 
author of ‘Scotland’s Lighthouses’author of ‘Scotland’s Lighthouses’
Discover the heartbeat of the coast in Scotland’s 
Lighthouse Stories.

Historian Erin Farley preserves the voices of the 
Northern Lighthouse Board during the shift to 
automation.

These evocative testimonies reveal unique lives 
of isolation and camaraderie. From keepers to 
boat crews, explore the resilient community that 
transformed these symbols of safety into a legendary 
Scottish legacy.

5:00 PM
Sea Cadet Hall   £10

Len Pennie: Words Worth Fighting For Len Pennie: Words Worth Fighting For 
Join Len Pennie, the powerhouse voice of modern 
Scotland, for an intense session of defiant storytelling. 

Writing in the Scots language, the British Book Award-
winning author of poyums and poyums annaw 
champions minority tongues, survivors of domestic 
abuse, and mental health awareness. Experience her 
raw, lyrical energy firsthand in a session balancing 
searing honesty with rhythmic grace.

6:30 PM
Kirkcudbright Parish Hall   £10
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Rebecca and Sophie: Flute and Harp ConcertRebecca and Sophie: Flute and Harp Concert
Rebecca and Sophie are a newly formed duo who 
made their first appearance together at Mill on The 
Fleet in Gatehouse last year. Both highly sensitive and 
virtuosic players, combining creative enthusiasm and 
flare, guarantee a breathtaking performance that 
you won’t forget.

Join us for masterful music in a stunning setting to 
support our community’s historic heart. In support of 
the Church Redevelopment Fund.

8:00 PM
Kirkcudbright Parish Church   £15
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Friday 4th September 2026

Real Ale Festival: Live MusicReal Ale Festival: Live Music
The Hoptimist Stage is a live performance area in 
conjunction with our annual real ale festival in the 
Scout Hall.

A variety of local artists will perform acoustic sets free 
for your enjoyment. Please come along and support 
these very talented musicians.

11am Alix Apples
2pm David and Rose Ann
4pm Fraser Clark   

11:00 AM
The Scout Hall  

Fiona Armstrong: From Cambodia to the SolwayFiona Armstrong: From Cambodia to the Solway
Join legendary broadcaster and Dumfries Lord-
Lieutenant Fiona Armstrong for a journey through her 
remarkable media career.

From clearing landmines in Cambodia to reporting 
across D&G and the Borders, Fiona’s stories span 
global crises and rural Scottish life. Discover the 
experiences of this celebrated author and academic 
in a talk that captures a lifetime of storytelling at 
home and abroad.

12:00 PM
Kirkcudbright Galleries   £10
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Lord George Robertson: Is Britain Safe, and Lord George Robertson: Is Britain Safe, and 
How to Make It Safer?How to Make It Safer?
Is Britain prepared for the military threats of the 
2020s?

Join Lord George Robertson, former NATO Secretary 
General and lead of the UK government’s 2025 
Strategic Defence Review to explore the big issues.  
He will examine whether the UK’s armed forces can 
meet the challenges of an unstable world and hard 
choices needed to secure our future.

4:30 PM
Kirkcudbright Parish Church   £12

3

The Beauty and Challenge to Small TownsThe Beauty and Challenge to Small Towns
Discover the heart of Scotland’s heritage with award 
winning architect Malcolm Fraser.

Fraser argues that the health, diversity, and 
well-being of places like Kirkcudbright are vital to 
the nation’s overall vibrancy. How can we better 
appreciate the unique character and aesthetic 
charm of our smaller communities? This event 
explores practical ways to champion Scotland’s 
small towns & sustain their future.

2:00 PM
Kirkcudbright Galleries   £8

2



Spacewoman: The Story of Eileen Collins Spacewoman: The Story of Eileen Collins 
An average student in small-town America, inspired 
by astronauts she saw on TV, Eileen Collins nurtured a 
dream to fly to space herself.

In the 1970s the US military selected women pilots 
for the first time, and Eileen became one of the test 
pilots. Proving herself in this man’s world, she inspired 
thousands of others when she became NASA’s first 
female pilot.

The film ‘Spacewoman’ tells her story. 

6:00 PM
The Planetarium   £10  

Deiseil: Dancing in TimeDeiseil: Dancing in Time
This ground-breaking show explores the lost history 
of stepdance in Scotland, its revival via Nova Scotia 
and links to a lifelong friendship. A compelling fusion 
of fiddle, Gaelic song, and story-telling by dancer 
Alison Carlyle and musician Amy Geddes from 
award-winning director Gerry Mulgrew that sold 
out at 2026 Celtic Connections and 2025 Edinburgh 
Fringe.

In association with Arts D&G.

6:00 PM
Cochran Hall   £14

13
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What People Say What People Say 
About The FringeAbout The Fringe
Kirkcudbright Fringe is an 
impressive landmark on Scotland’s 
cultural scene. I have no doubt it will 
go from strength to strength. 
Writer and Kirkcudbright Fringe Patron 
Gavin Esler 

An acorn that can grow over time 
with good benefits for the town and 
beyond. 
Fringe audience member

Kirkcudbright Fringe has an 
intimacy and sense of daring and 
trust which I can only admire in 
today’s cultural climate. 
Peter Tatchell, equality campaigner, 
Fringe speaker, 2025

What a tucked-away gem of a town 
Kirkcudbright is! There must be 
something in the water as everyone 
is so friendly. And for the last few 
days the town has been buzzing with 
the Kirkcudbright Fringe - a festival 
that takes place in the local bars, 
cafes, the church and the cookery 
school. 
Ghillie Basan, chef, Fringe speaker, 2025

Kirkcudbright and its Fringe are rare 
gems. Warmth, engaged audiences 
and great hosting. 
Archie Macpherson, legendary sports 
commentator, Fringe speaker 2025





Friday 4th September 2026

Comedy Showcase: Hosted by Elaine Robertson Comedy Showcase: Hosted by Elaine Robertson 
18+18+
Our comedy showcase evening is hosted by 
comedian Elaine Robertson with special guests Lee 
Kyle and Kelly Rickard.

Elaine is a comedian from County Durham; winner of 
the 2024 Comedy Awards Panel Prize and a finalist in 
the Channel 4 Sean Lock Comedian of the Year. 

Her debut Edinburgh Fringe solo show Delulu has 
received critical acclaim. 

9:30 PM
Pipe Band Hall   £15

7

Mhairi Black: Politics isn’t for meMhairi Black: Politics isn’t for me
After becoming the youngest MP ever elected at 
just 20 years old, Mhairi Black spent a decade at the 
heart of UK politics.

Fresh from a sold-out Edinburgh Fringe appearance, 
she offers an unfiltered behind-the-scenes look 
at Westminster. The Guardian calls it “a winning 
stage debut.” Don’t miss this bold, honest and funny 
perspective on politics and life.

8:00 PM
Pipe Band Hall   £12

7

Magic with Tim Lincata: 12+Magic with Tim Lincata: 12+
Prepare to be amazed by award-winning magician 
Tim Licata.

Tim is a master of sleight-of-hand, known for 
his sophisticated and engaging presentation of 
classic close-up effects. This is a masterclass in 
the impossible, where elegant illusions and mind-
bending precision challenge the senses. Experience 
world-class artistry that leaves even the sharpest 
minds wondering, “How?”.

6:30 PM
Pipe Band Hall   £15

7







Saturday 5th September 2026

Saturday Breakfast: Fringe talks politicsSaturday Breakfast: Fringe talks politics
Join Joyce McMillan of The Scotsman, Douglas Fraser, 
formerly of BBC Scotland and author Gerry Hassan 
examining the state of Scottish and UK politics.

Is there hope beyond the chaos and noise? What 
happens post-Starmer? And is Scotland really that 
different after two decades of the SNP?

With complementary coffee or tea.

9:00 AM
Selkirk Arms Wee Bar   £10

Pilates Kirkcudbright with Michael KingPilates Kirkcudbright with Michael King
Whether improving posture, building core strength, 
or moving with ease, Michael’s introduction class to 
Pilates offers a supportive environment for all levels.

Master the fundamentals and unlock a stronger, 
aligned self. Join us for a transformative path 
towards better health, renewed energy, and lasting 
well-being. Your journey to balance starts here.

10:00 AM
New Studio at 26 St Cuthbert Street   £10
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Pilates Kirkcudbright with Michael KingPilates Kirkcudbright with Michael King
Whether improving posture, building core strength, 
or moving with ease, Michael’s introduction class to 
Pilates offers a supportive environment for all levels.

Master the fundamentals and unlock a stronger, 
aligned self. Join us for a transformative path 
towards better health, renewed energy, and lasting 
well-being.

Your journey to balance starts here.

11:00 AM
New Studio at 26 St Cuthbert Street   £10

16

Ben Barry: The Rise and Fall of the British Ben Barry: The Rise and Fall of the British 
ArmyArmy
Join retired general Ben Barry for a compelling 
reassessment of the British Army’s evolution. From 
1970s lows and Cold War peaks to conflicts in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, Barry examines how technology 
and society has transformed warfare.

Drawing on personal experience he challenges 
established narratives to reveal the Army’s trajectory 
through modern history. Don’t miss this definitive, 
expert-led military analysis.

10:30 AM
Sea Cadets Hall   £10

11



Deiseil: Dancing in Time: Identity, Community Deiseil: Dancing in Time: Identity, Community 
and Belongingand Belonging
Following Friday’s performance of Deiseil: Dancing 
in Time, director Gerry Mulgrew and musician Amy 
Geddes will host a discussion about the show’s 
themes.

They’ll be joined by musician David Francis and 
ethnologist Alyne Jones to explore how loss and 
resurgence of traditions can shape society, and how 
the story of stepdance and its music reflects wider 
questions of identity, community and belonging.

In association with Arts D&G.

11:00 AM
The Garret   £8

Farmers and Producers MarketFarmers and Producers Market
The Kirkcudbright Farmers and Producers Market 
is the perfect way to discover and enjoy a wealth 
of delicious local food and drink and beautiful 
handmade crafts. 

More than 25 stalls are expected to participate in this 
special market in conjunction with the Fringe and 
running both Saturday and Sunday.

11:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Soaperie Gardens

6
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Real Ale Festival: Live MusicReal Ale Festival: Live Music
The Hoptimist Stage is a live performance area 
in conjunction with our annual real ale festival in 
the Scout Hall. A variety of local artists will perform 
acoustic sets free for your enjoyment. Please come 
along and support these very talented musicians.

11.00am Hester Carr
2.00pm Stuart Whan
4.00pm Sunshine and the Silver Seams

11:00 AM
The Scout Hall

Children’s Magic show with Tim Lincata: Children’s Magic show with Tim Lincata: 
5 – 12years5 – 12years
Get ready for a whirlwind of wonder! Award-winning 
magician Tim Licata brings a high-energy show 
packed with fun and astonishing sleight-of-hand. 

Perfectly tailored for families, Tim blends world-class 
magic with a playful style that delights kids and 
grown-ups alike. A fast-paced, joyful show where the 
impossible happens right before your eyes.

Prepare for pure family magic!

11:00 AM
Pipe Band Hall   £3

8
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Saturday 5th September 2026

How to Design a Universe with Catherine How to Design a Universe with Catherine 
Heymans, Astronomer RoyalHeymans, Astronomer Royal
Prepare for a mind-blowing journey with Scotland’s 
Astronomer Royal, Catherine Heymans. She explores 
the very fabric of reality, questioning humanity’s 
place in the universe. What would a digital cosmos 
mean for our sense of self?

This event is the first public preview of Catherine’s 
new book: How to Design a Universe, a guide destined 
to shift your perspective on the world. Prepare to 
discover the infinite.

11:30 AM
Kirkcudbright Parish Church   £10

The UK, Trump and Israel: Peter Oborne in The UK, Trump and Israel: Peter Oborne in 
conversation with Joyce McMillanconversation with Joyce McMillan
Join award-winning journalist and broadcaster Peter 
Oborne as he challenges the bankrupt narrative of 
British diplomacy, examining the UK’s historical role 
and its contemporary complicity in the wars on Gaza, 
Lebanon and Iran.

Oborne reveals how Western interventions have 
consistently destabilised the region, creating a cycle 
of volatility now intensified by the Trump factor. 

1:00 PM
Kirkcudbright Parish Church   £15

3 3

Kirkcudbright Horticultural ShowKirkcudbright Horticultural Show
The celebrated and much-loved annual show of 
flowers, plants and vegetables is back and part of 
the Fringe.

Pay on the door.

1:00 PM
Kirkcudbright Parish Hall   £2 Kissing the Flint in ConcertKissing the Flint in Concert

Leah Chynoweth-Tidy is an Australian-born, multi-
award nominated singer-songwriter currently based 
in her father’s native Scotland.

She created musical project Kissing the Flint 
(translation: ‘creating a spark’) in 2015 to cut through 
the fakery of the modern world. Authenticity and 
emotion run through her songwriting, story-telling 
and live performance, connecting and empowering a 
global audience.

2:00 PM
Pipe Band Hall   £74

7







Saturday 5th September 2026

Kirkyard TourKirkyard Tour
Explore Kirkcudbright’s historic kirkyard with guides 
from Kirkcudbright History Society.

In a beautiful setting above the town, and the site of 
the original kirk which gave the town its name, the 
kirkyard tells many stories about the town and its 
past. Tours are free and take one hour. No booking 
required. There are some steep steps and walking 
on grass.

Meet at the main kirkyard gate.

2:30 PM
Main Kirkyard Gate

The Rise and Fall of the House of York: Andrew The Rise and Fall of the House of York: Andrew 
Lownie in conversation with Douglas FraserLownie in conversation with Douglas Fraser
Join acclaimed biographer Andrew Lownie for a 
deep dive into the UK monarchy’s most controversial 
couple of recent times.

He uncovers the reality of Prince Andrew’s life and 
enduring relationship with ex-wife Sarah Ferguson. 
From murky finances to his association with Jeffrey 
Epstein, Lownie reveals a life of unchecked privilege 
and royal complicity.

What is the future for Andrew, Sarah and the Royal 
Family?

3:00 PM
Kirkcudbright Parish Church   £15
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Kirkcudbright History Society Fringe Annual Kirkcudbright History Society Fringe Annual 
LectureLecture
Step back into medieval Scotland with historian 
Richard Oram for this illuminating event. Discover 
how Galloway evolved from a sovereign lordship 
into a part of the Kingdom of the Scots and why its 
unique cultural identity still sets it apart from the 
rest of Scotland today. The first in a series of Annual 
History lectures organised by Kirkcudbright Fringe 
in association with Kirkcudbright History Society in 
partnership with Greyfriars Church.

6:00 PM
Greyfriars Church   £12

12



Saturday 5th September 2026

Spacewoman: The Story of Eileen Collins Spacewoman: The Story of Eileen Collins 
An average student in average small-town America, 
inspired by the astronauts she saw on TV, Eileen 
Collins nurtured a dream to fly to space herself.

In the 1970s the US military selected women pilots 
for the first time, and Eileen became one of the test 
pilots. Proving herself in this man’s world, she inspired 
thousands of others when she became NASA’s first 
female pilot.

The film ‘Spacewoman’ tells her story.

7:00 PM
The Planetarium   £10

SKIDS plus The RazorbillsSKIDS plus The Razorbills
Experience an unforgettable Saturday night at the 
Cochran Hall with Fife’s legendary new wave icons, 
The Skids.

Led by founding frontman Richard Jobson since 1977, 
the band brings hits like Into The Valley and Working 
for the Yankee Dollar to the stage.

Support comes from Gatehouse of Fleet’s own 
beloved indie-folk favourites The Razorbills who set 
the scene for Richard and the ultimate Saturday 
night rock-out!

8:00 PM
Cochran Hall   £25

13 1
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Sunday 6th September 2026

Sunday Breakfast: Kirkcudbright: our town of Sunday Breakfast: Kirkcudbright: our town of 
cultureculture
Come and join artists and creatives talk about the 
future of Kirkcudbright as a thriving cultural place 
and how we can expand the successful ‘Artists’ Town’ 
label.

With actor Gary Lewis, Tabitha Mudaliar, Creative 
Director, DG Unlimited and culture consultant Steve 
Brown.

With complementary coffee or tea.

10:00 AM
Miller’s Wine Bar   £10

Farmers and Producers MarketFarmers and Producers Market
The Kirkcudbright Farmers and Producers Market 
is the perfect way to discover and enjoy a wealth 
of delicious local food and drink and beautiful 
handmade crafts. 

More than 25 stalls are expected to participate in this 
special market in conjunction with the Fringe and 
running both Saturday and Sunday. 

11:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Soaperie Gardens

9 10

Kirkcudbright Town WalkKirkcudbright Town Walk
A guided tour of the historic centre of the medieval 
port and burgh which was granted a royal charter 
in 1455. The route is a walk-through time, from the 
medieval period to the present. For safety reasons, 
places on the town walk must be pre-booked online. 

Walks are guided by volunteers from Kirkcudbright 
History Society. Please book in advance via events@
kirkcudbrighthistorysociety.org.uk

11:00 AM
Tourist Information Centre, Harbour Square

Creativity, Culture and Music: Richard Jobson Creativity, Culture and Music: Richard Jobson 
in conversation with Jessica Foxin conversation with Jessica Fox
This event brings together music and cultural legend 
Richard Jobson with author, filmmaker and producer 
Jessica Fox.

Two polymaths for the price of one in conversation 
delving into the power of creativity and imagination 
across different art forms from film to literature and 
music: with a particular emphasis on the latter. 

11:45 AM
Kirkcudbright Galleries   £10

15
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Sunday 6th September 2026

Real Ale Festival: Live MusicReal Ale Festival: Live Music
The Hoptimist Stage is a live performance area 
in conjunction with our annual real ale festival in 
the Scout Hall. A variety of local artists will perform 
acoustic sets free for your enjoyment. Please come 
along and support these very talented musicians.

2.00pm Jodie Rae
4.00pm Bogle Mufty 

11:00 AM
The Scout Hall

8

Geez A Choon Showcase: ‘Up Yer Airts’ regional Geez A Choon Showcase: ‘Up Yer Airts’ regional 
music talentmusic talent
Discover the next wave of music emerging from the 
South of Scotland. This showcase brings together 
young artists who have taken part in Geez A Choon: 
Up Yer Airts’ flagship development programme 
supporting young musicians from Dumfries and 
Galloway to write, collaborate, and perform their own 
work with confidence.

Expect an afternoon of fresh voices, new songs, and 
a wide mix of styles from the region’s most exciting 
emerging talent.

12:45 PM - 3:15 PM
Pipe Band Hall   £5

7

Sci Club with Catherine Heymans: Ask the Sci Club with Catherine Heymans: Ask the 
Astronomer Royal Anything! Astronomer Royal Anything! 
Have you ever looked up in the night sky and 
wondered, what is that? Are you fascinated by the 
idea of aliens living on other planets; worried about 
what might happen if you bumped into a black 
hole; curious about the entire Universe? Scotland’s 
Astronomer Royal is here to help!

No question too big or too small. Join SciClub where 
children can ask Catherine anything about space, 
science and the cosmos!

2:00 PM
The Johnston

18

Soup and Sweet Lunch Soup and Sweet Lunch 
Enjoy delicious home-made soup and sumptuous 
puddings made and served by Kirkcudbright Parish 
Church volunteers.

All profits go to the Church Redevelopment Fund.

Cost includes tea and coffee.

12:00 PM - 2:00 PM
Kirkcudbright Parish Hall   £8.50

4



Kirkcudbright Town WalkKirkcudbright Town Walk
A guided tour of the historic centre of the medieval 
port and burgh which was granted a royal charter 
in 1455.

The route is a walk-through time, from the medieval 
period to the present. For safety reasons, places 
on the town walk must be pre-booked online. 
Walks are guided by volunteers from Kirkcudbright 
History Society. Please book in advance via events@
kirkcudbrighthistorysociety.org.uk

2:30 PM
Tourist Information Centre, Harbour Square

15

Post-Mortem: The Truth Behind the Post Office Post-Mortem: The Truth Behind the Post Office 
ScandalScandal
Join us for an exploration into the Post Office Horizon 
IT debacle - the most profound miscarriage of justice 
in modern UK history.

Private Eye’s Richard Brooks spent over 15 years 
chronicling the systematic destruction of thousands 
of lives which formed the basis of his new book, 
Post-Mortem. He peels back the layers of a relentless 
cover-up revealing a staggering account of 
institutional and professional failure.

In conversation with Joyce McMillan.

2:30 PM
Kirkcudbright Parish Church   £12

3

Kirkyard TourKirkyard Tour
Explore Kirkcudbright’s historic kirkyard with guides 
from Kirkcudbright History Society. In a beautiful 
setting above the town, and the site of the original 
kirk which gave the town its name, the kirkyard tells 
many stories about the town and its past. 

See Saturday’s listing for more details.

2:30 PM
Main Kirkyard Gate

14

Come Away with the Fairies - continuing The Come Away with the Fairies - continuing The 
Story of a Fairy FamilyStory of a Fairy Family
Join poet and storyteller Susi Briggs and queer 
heritage activist DJ McDowall for an intimate 
storytelling gathering in the enchanting Greengate 
Garden. Step through the Greengate into the world 
of the Fairy Family. Journey with us through folklore, 
queer cultural history and archival storytelling.

Suitable for all ages. Dress for the weather.
Bring a blanket and cushion. Meet at the entrance to 
Greengate Close on High Street

4:00 PM
Greengate Close   £8

17



Sunday 6th September 2026

Dumfries Community Swing Band and Solway Dumfries Community Swing Band and Solway 
BuoysBuoys
Enjoy the well-known Dumfries Community Swing 
Band’s lively mix of classic 1930s/40s swing, jazz 
standards and jive, supported by local acapella male 
vocal group the Solway Buoys singing well-loved sea 
shanties.

5:00 PM
Kirkcudbright Parish Hall   £10

“Witch!”: Reclaiming the Women They Tried to “Witch!”: Reclaiming the Women They Tried to 
EraseErase
The closing event brings together dark histories and 
remembrance on the persecution of women accused 
of witchcraft.

Ros Ollin and DJ McDowall talk about local stories 
and histories before the centre piece of the evening: 
Claire Mitchell KC and Zoe Venditozzi, co-authors of 
How to Kill a Witch: A Guide for the Patriarchy. 

They uncover the harrowing truth of Scotland’s past, 
reclaiming the humanity and voices of those written 
out of history.

This is more than a history lesson; it is a call to action!

7:00 PM
Kirkcudbright Parish Church   £12

4 3

‘We are Saints’ Fringe publication available from 
Thomson’s Newagents, St Cuthbert Street and directly from the Fringe, £5





Kirkcudbright Fringe Festival So FarKirkcudbright Fringe Festival So Far

The first Fringe Festival in September 2023 had 40 events and 1,200 tickets sold.

Highlights included:
•	 Alan Bissett’s ‘Moira Monologues’
•	 Broadcaster Gavin Esler and UNESCO Professor Alison Phipps
•	 A 50th anniversary showing of ‘The Wicker Man’ film and discussion with cast members and 

director Robin Hardy’s sons
•	 Former Pink Floyd manager Andrew King
•	 Sam Kelly’s Galleries’ exhibition about the town and its characters

Our second Fringe Festival in September 2024 saw 50 events across 20 venues and 1,600 tickets 
sold.

Highlights included:
•	 The National Theatre of Scotland
•	 Electoral guru Sir John Curtice
•	 George Orwell’s son, Richard Blair on his father
•	 Scottish football legend Rose Reilly
•	 The first Pauline Saul Artistic Residency exhibition with photographer Dylan Lombard

Our third Fringe Festival in September 2025 saw over 50 events in 25 venues and 1,950 tickets sold.

Highlights included:
•	 Hue and Cry
•	 Equalities campaigner Peter Tatchell
•	 Broadcaster Lesley Riddoch and former First Minister Henry McLeish
•	 Beatles authority Philip Norman
•	 A project with St Cuthbert Wanderers and our first Fringe writer-in-residence Julie McNeill 

20232023

20242024

20252025



Preview Night - Thursday 5th  September 2024

Our Sponsors and Partners

Special ThanksSpecial Thanks
To Our Sponsors  
Our heartfelt gratitude to Kirkcudbright Fringe Festival’s remarkable sponsors. Your 
unwavering commitment, dedication and generosity are pivotal in bringing a vibrant 
long weekend of memorable performances and unforgettable experiences to 
Kirkcudbright. 

To Our Patrons 
We are delighted to announce our stellar range of Patrons. Thanks to Gavin Esler, 
Liz Kettle, Gary Lewis, Bernard Ponsonby, Ricky Ross and Elaine C. Smith for being 
ambassadors and advocates for Kirkcudbright Fringe Festival, and for all your 
support – now and into the future.

Thank you.

Chris & Gerry

Kirkcudbright Fringe Festival is a registered community interest company.

Company number: SC794186.
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Kirkcudbright Fringe Festival Personnel:

Co-Programmers: Gerry Hassan and Chris Walker
Directors: Rosie Ilett (Chair), Sarah Woolrich 
(Secretary), Gerry Hassan, Vivien McAlpine, Sarah 
Mitchell, Chris Walker.
Programme Text: Nicola Dela-Croix and Ped Baker
Fringe Administrator: Josh Eade White
Brochure and Website Design: BDSDigital


